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Purpose
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Only Policy that 

includes Process

and  Professional

Learning will lead 

to Practice
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Boone County Schools

RtI Process

• Built on Strong Core 

Instruction

• Progress Monitoring and 

Benchmarking using 

STAR

• Vetted interventions

• Advisory Team Meeting 

process

• Modeled by 

instructional 

coaches

• Led by principal

• Fueled by district
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3: 40-50 minutes 
added instruction out 
of classroom w/ pm 

(in addition to Tier 1) 

2: 20-30 minutes added 
instruction in or out of 
classroom w/ pm ( in 

addition to Tier 1) 

1: 15-20 mins intentionally differentiated 
instruction during core w/ pm



Obstacles/ Solutions

1. Lack of math content 
knowledge

2. Math came easy 

3. Problems with core

4. Intervention 
programming 

5. Reading vs. math: 
time and personnel

6. Number sense/ 
conceptual 
understanding

1. PD Academies

2. Formative 
Assessment Lessons

3. Studied/ selected/ 
trained

4. Analyzed, vetted list

5. Core extension time, 
before/ after school

6. Number Sense unit, 
bar model drawing, 
Rational Number 
project, Number Talks, 
partnered w/ university
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Policy Issues Related to Learning 
Disabilities & STEM Learning:

Policy & Parent Perspective

Lindsay Jones
Vice President, Chief Policy & Advocacy Officer
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Meet Elijah
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Click here for video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRid9u4inHs&feature=youtu.be


Stigma as a Barrier to STEM
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MYTH FACT
Students with learning and attention issues 
are not able to be successful in STEM fields.

Students with learning and attention issues 
may have something unique to offer the STEM 
field. 

Example: Some research shows that the 
dyslexic mind may have a bias to the visual 
periphery, making them more attuned to 
pattern recognition.

Learning disabilities like dyslexia are not STEM 
issues.

Communicating within the STEM fields 
requires core skills in reading and writing. 

Acknowledging and addressing the 
reading/writing abilities of individuals with 
STEM talent is crucial to receiving their 
contributions to the field.



Teacher Capacity as a Barrier to STEM

Teacher 
shortage in 

STEM

Teacher 
shortage in 

Special 
Education

Lack of ability 
to tailor STEM 
for students 

with 
disabilities
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Federal Role in STEM Initiatives
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Challenges

1. Trump Administration has not prioritized or 
increased funding for STEM education programs

2. Many existing STEM education programs have been 
defunded in recent years

3. No existing programs prioritize STEM education for 
students with disabilities



Federal Role in STEM Initiatives
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Opportunities

1. States can leverage funding through ESSA:
a. Grants for teacher professional development, 

certification and alternate routes, incentives for 
recruitment and retention, etc.

b. Use assessment funds to improve or expand 
science assessments

c. 21st century “well-rounded education” funding

2. Carl D. Perkins (CTE) is soon to be reauthorized

3. Amplify and prioritize dissemination of research 
findings from NCER, NCSER, and NSF. 



Thank you!
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